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was the situation. Into my despatch to London, after
visiting General Buisson's division, I included some
general comment to show that, while this division was
holding a small sector on the Aisne, the situation was
not so satisfactory to the west on the Somme. The
Panzer division, which had been stopped on the Aisne,
was looking for weak points in the defences; having
failed to find them there it had gone westwards towards
the Somine. But my general remarks were censored so
that the story read, in all the London evening newspapers,
as if the French tanks were better than the German and
that all was right with the world. The despatch as
published in The Times of June i, was as follows :
The French mechanized division which broke the violent attacks
of one of the German crack Panzer divisions in tank-to-tank
battles and held up the German advance southward from Sedan
was visited on Thursday by Renter's Special Correspondent. He
found the officers and men resting by their tanks in concealed
ground, after a fortnight of severe fighting. The battle (he says)
has developed into classic trench* warfare, and at any moment these
tank battalions may have to go to the aid of their infantry, after
a German attack.
" After fourteen days of fighting we have turned back a Panzer
division, and in spite of repeated German mass attacks our one
division of infantry has held up two divisions of German infantry,
which lost heavily. Since we arrived we have not lost a yard of
ground" the general in comtnand declared.
Officers and men who took part said that when tlie German
mechanized columns first broke through the Ardennes in the middle
of May the general was ordered to bring up his mechanized division
to stop their advance towards the south-west. As soon as they